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tour of Bryan Callaway’s
recently remodeled home
is truly a reflection of his
personal style. It is filled
with pieces that are
new and old. Some have
been collected over the
years, some given to him by past clients,
and others were purchased through his
business, Merchant House Interiors. Even
with its modern nod, there is a welcoming
warmth to the space and the feeling of a
story ready to unfold.

The structure Callaway remodeled is
not a typical house; his best guess is that
it was actually built in the 1940s or 50s
as a duplex with a communal kitchen and
central staircase. Each original unit sat atop
a garage bay. At some point, a previous
homeowner attempted to reconfigure
the space into a single-family residence
by taking in one of the bays and opening
the upstairs a little. He said the original
structure was so unsightly that when he
purchased the property Merchant House
sits on, his plan was to separate the house
and sell it to someone else who might want
to give it a facelift. Callaway said, ‘I tried
to sell it off to someone that would want
to do this to it, but the city wouldn’t let me
because this garage in the back shares a wall
with Merchant House.” Knowing this, he
started brainstorming ways he could utilize
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the building. It had seen a lot of abuse and
not much love in recent years, but Callaway
ultimately decided he was ready to turn
it into his personal residence. It took him
about a year to renovate the structure,
which received a complete interior and
exterior facelift.

The outside of the house now boasts
clean white stucco, large windows and
a metal awning with wood accents over
the front door. Callaway also insisted the
beautiful large tree in the front needed
to stay, despite many friends and the
contractor trying to convince him to take
it down. As a landscaper, he appreciates
the beauty, shade and aesthetics the tree
adds to both the building and the overall
feel of the neighborhood. He also realized
that keeping the tree would help the house
maintain a more residential feel, so instead
of taking it down, he added a large deck and
Colorado river rock around the base of the
tree. To soften the exterior even more, he
has two beautiful potted olive trees flanking
the front door and plans to add flower boxes
to the deck railing.

Inside you will find a mix of textures
and subtle pops of color. A dark blue sofa
invites you into the sun-filled living room,
the heart of the open concept downstairs.
This area is open to the kitchen and also
the relocated stairway which leads you to
the second floor. The house originally had
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a central staircase and eight-foot ceilings
throughout the downstairs. By moving the
stairs to the far wall, Callaway was able to
extend the ceiling over the living room to
the full height of the second story. Another
important design consideration was adding
plenty of storage. “I came here from a house
on Wood Street that was built in 1910; it
had zero closets, zero storage. After eight
years of that, | thought, ‘I'm not doing this
again,” Callaway stated. So, he added a bank
of custom floor to ceiling cabinetry across
the back wall and painted them the same
soothing white used on the walls and trim
throughout the house.

“Everything in the house is painted the
same color except for the kitchen and bar
cabinets because | love art and needed the
blank walls or the art doesn't stand out as
much,” Callaway said. He talked a lot about
the art in his home and how each piece
was carefully selected for the space. He
also let the space and materials inspire
him and evolve as construction was taking
place. One such space is a wall accented
with 40-year-old grass-cloth wall covering.
A client found this old wallpaper during a
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remodel and had given it to him. Originally,
he planned to use it just for texture and
paint over it. Once in the space, something
told him to leave it for a bit and not paint
over it right away. As the furniture filled
the space, he found a beautiful piece of
art by Benson Cobb that comprises a piece
of hand-painted linen. Once the art went
on the wall, he knew the grass-cloth was
perfect just the way it was.

Art also creates interest and focal
points upstairs. At the top of the stairs, there
is an impressive bar and hang out space that
is home to a large antique flaxseed scraper.
In the master bedroom, Callaway found his
inspiration through an abstract Kelly O’'Neal
piece he found in O’Neal’s studio in Dallas. ‘|
love his stuff, and as soon as | saw this piece,
| knew | wanted it to be my headboard. |
had it framed in his studio and made just
for that,” said Callaway. The master is one
of his favorite spaces. “I'll be honest, |
knew that was going to be the headboard,
but from there it just kind of evolved. The
nightstands | originally ordered went into the
showroom while | waited for construction
to be completed, and we ended up selling

them to a client. We also sold my custom
footstools,” Callaway laughed. “I was able
to have the stools remade, but when my
business partner, Kimberlin Meador, went
to reorder the nightstands, she decided to
order something different. | was so mad at
her at first, but when they came in, | liked
them even better.”

Art, texture, color, and style- stepping
into a home and being able to gain insight
into the personality of the homeowner is
certainly the feeling here. “When you're
working on a client’s home, you have to
be able to read people to learn their style
and do what they want. So, this is 100%
my style. It's very masculine and has a lot
of blues and greens because | love those
colors. | also used a lot of earthy tones,
even down to the dishes, because I'm
very particular about the way | like it, and
because | wanted a contemporary style, but
didn’t want it to be uncomfortable, stark,
cold or harsh,” Callaway said. Through
his knowledge of style, ability to trust his
instincts and his willingness to evolve with
the changes of a project, | would say he has
accomplished his goal. @
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